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One of the first known celebrations 
marking the discovery of the "New 
World" by Christopher Columbus 
was in 1792. A ceremony organized 
by the Columbian Order was held in 
NewYork City honoring Christopher Columbus and 
the 300 th anniversary of his landing in the Bahamas. 
Then on October 12, 1866 the Italian population of 
New York organized the first celebration of the 
discovery of "America". Three years later, in 1869, 
Italians in San Francisco celebrated on October 12* , 
calling it C-Day. 

In 1 892 to mark the 400 th anniversary of Columbus ' 
voyage, President Benjamin Harrison made a 
commemorative proclamation. But in 1905 it was 
Colorado that became the first state to observe 
Columbus Day. Since 1920 the day has been 
celebrated annually and in 1937 President Franklin 
Roosevelt proclaimed every October 12 as 
Columbus Day. It remained until 1971 when 
Congress declared it a federal public holiday on the 
second Monday in October. 
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